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     Latin Dance Party 
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      Message From The President 
January/february 2025 

On behalf of the Board of Governors and myself, I wish 2025 to be filled with joy, good health 
& happiness for all.  

At the end of each year, I generally reflect on the Club's past year and review all my past  
messages and meeting notes. 2024 was a relatively normal year around the lake. We had our 
four-year draw down and were able to get the wall replaced at Second Beach. During the Fall 
workday, we did some work at White’s Cove and North End with dock & boat rack repair, but 
there is still more work to do at the Spring workday.  

We welcome all our new members to the community over the past year and hope you find 
Lake Shawnee a great place to live. Our community is all you make it, and we certainly  
encourage everyone to participate in our Club and its activities. Sadly, we saw a few longtime 
Club members passing in 2024: Jae-Lynn Duran, Milt Felter, Sue Iversen, Steve Walloga,  
Anthony Dragona, Dan Severini and William Child. I apologize if I missed anyone. Please 
keep all in our memories as we reflect on their passing. 

Our Social Committee is always working hard to bring us an eventful year. You can find our 
2025 Social calendar on our website, and in this edition.  I also need to thank Social Chair 
Kristen White and the entire committee for always doing a fantastic job in bringing us many 
fun-filled events throughout the year. As always, we need volunteers to help with all our 
events.   

Our annual Ice-skating party/Winter Carnival is February 2; our Polar Plunge is January 5. 

A reminder to please use good common sense when venturing onto the ice. Parents should  
educate their children about ice safety and supervise them when on the ice. The Club does not 
evaluate the safety of the ice on the lake, and it is up to each individual to determine the risk 
when going out onto the ice. That said, Lake Shawnee has always been a desirable lake for ice 
fishing and excellent for ice skating. I must remind everyone that badges should be worn or 
available, especially for any member guests. We ask that you please do not invite friends to 
utilize the lake without you being present or issuing them a guest badge. Too often, we hear 
from non-members on the lake that they know someone, and it becomes difficult to verify.  
Remember that NJ Fish & Game requires a fishing license for anyone over 16, even on private 
lakes. Please be courteous to our residents, and no gas-powered ice augers before 8 am. All our 
ice fishing rules are posted on our website. 

Please mark your calendar for our Annual Meeting tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 
22, at 11 am. An official meeting notice will be mailed to all members. Be sure to see the  
information on board elections in this edition.  

Thank you to the many members over the past year who donated their time and have 
contributed so much to make Lake Shawnee such a wonderful community! 

Happy New Year to all, 

Eric Wilsusen 

Club President 
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The Lake Shawnee Clubhouse is located at 4 West Shawnee Trail Wharton NJ 07885 

 For Club Business and Rentals please contact our Office Manager, 

Lisa Peter at 973-663-1307 or officemanager@lakeshawneeclub.org 

The Office is open during the hours of 8:30am-12pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

CLUB HOUSE RENTALS 

Rates and Terms 

Members only 

Full Day Rental: $300 
 

 

 A deposit off $200 and a signed  
agreement are required to  
secure your rental date. 

Call 973-663-1307 

                                        Board Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month.  
                                                                     All members welcome!! 
                                      Visit our website frequently for the most up to date information:                 
                                                                  www.lakeshawneeclub.org 

                                www.facebook.com/groups/lakeshawneeclub Page 2 

Board of  Governors 

Officers 
President   Eric Wilsusen   663-0596 
Executive VP                 Vince Matrisciano  663-5964 
Membership VP Dina Troha   663-6737 
Treasurer  Marc Sanderson        201-259-2733 
Secretary  Kristeen McConnon        769-0551  
 

Members At Large 
Jeff Keith  663-4230 
John Stern  663-5427 
Kristen White                 255-9326 
Al Pichieri                      663-5428  
Lise Meisner       201-230-8791       
Bill Carroll                     945-9310 
Christine Cumberton 557-3845 
Matt Dallicardillo          713-3610 
 

Property Maintenance Chairs: 
First Beach   Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Club House  Vince Matrisciano 663-5964 
Second Beach  Bill Carroll            234-5413  
Third Beach   John Stern                      663-5427 
White’s Cove   Al Pichieri  663-5428 
 North End  Al Picheri  663-5428 
South End/Dam             Eric and Vince 
  

Commi ee Chairs:  
Swim Team   Amy Szekula       201-874-2031 
Social Committee Kristen White  255-9326          
Fishing Committee Bobbie Harris  725-9002 
Membership  Dina Troha  663-6737 
Summer Night Patrol  Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Lake Ecology   Jeff Keith  663-4230  
Life Guards   Kristen Iaconetti 
LSC News Editor           Kristeen McConnon      769-0551 
 
lscnews@lakeshawneeclub.org  
 
Newspaper Deadline 15th of the month prior to printing. 
 
Interested in placing an ad in the LSC News go to  
www.lakeshawneeclub.org/clubhouse.html 
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January 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
New Year’s 
Day 

2 3
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

4 
Texas 
Hold’em 
7:00PM 

5 
Polar Plunge 
12:00PM 

6 7
Social Comm. 
Mtg. 7:00PM 

8 9 10 11
Tequila  
Tasting 
7:00PM 

12 13 14 15
Seniors 
1:00PM 

16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29
Seniors 
1:00PM 

30 31

Ice Fishing 
Contest 
6:30AM
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February 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Winter  
Carnival 
Clean up 
9:00AM 

2 
Winter 
Carnival 
12:00PM 

3 4 
Social Comm. 
Mtg. 7:00PM 

5 
 

6 7 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

8 
Texas 
Hold’em 
7:00PM 

9 10 11 12 
Seniors 
1:00PM 
Full Moon 
Celebration 
8:00pm 

13 14 
Latin Dance 
Party 
 

15 

16 17 18 19 
 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 
Seniors 
1:00PM 

27 28  
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The Social Committee is Seeking Volunteers 
In order to ensure the success and continuation of this year’s events, we 
need more volunteers to come out and lend a hand. Without increased  
involvement, we will be forced to cancel events that we have all come to 
love. A large commitment isn’t necessary. We are asking members to sign 
up to chair an event(s). New ideas are always welcome. We will share  
experiences and help you every step of the way. Grab some friends, pick  
an event and let’s work together!! If you are interested, please email  
social@lakeshawneeclub.org. 
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First, I would like to wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.  Let’s make this our best year yet.  Secondly, 
I would like to thank all those lake-front homeowners and anyone else who helped clean up the lake while it was 
down (logs, tires, stumps and debris that had accumulated over the years).  I really do appreciate the effort to 
make Lake Shawnee the amazing lake that it is.  As I always say, it takes a village and you always step up.  Thank 
you!  

 Yahoo, we have water back in our lake!  I get worried when the lake is so low with frigid temperatures.  
The lack of water and freezing conditions can have a very serious effect on the health of wildlife that live in our 
lake.  Fish have less oxygen, especially when ice covers everything (the gasses they breathe out cannot be released 
into the atmosphere) and our many invertebrates (which is the beginning of the food chain) that so many animals 
depend on to survive.  That is why we can only keep the lake down for a short period of time in the fall which is 
determined by Fish, Game and Wildlife. Ironically, we usually have a hard time keeping it down.  With four feeder 
streams bringing water into the lake, the lake keeps filing up even with the sluice wide open.  But this year was the 
perfect storm, lake lowering and the drought. 

 Seeing coves with no water is a reminder that we have to be vigilant in treating weeds early so they do not 
add to the natural eutrophication (weeds dying and turning into sediment on the bottom of the lake).  If anyone 
waded out into lake when it was down, you know what I’m talking about.  As many of you know, we have hydro 
raked in the past to help remove this dead vegetation that contributes to the muck on the bottom.  For those who 
are not familiar with the hydro raking process, let me explain.  It looks like a backhoe on pontoons but instead of a 
bucket it has an attachment that resembles a rake and this picks up dead weeds and a lot of 
soil.                                                                                          

  We are planning to do it again but on a much bigger scale.  Also, the rules have changed.  We now need a 
permit and the soil removed has to sit and dry out and it has to be tested to make sure it is clean. The big challenge 
is finding areas where we can get rid of a large amount of soil.  And another big challenge is paying for this work.  
We have already had samples of the lake bottom tested by a lab and it’s clean so we jumped that hurdle.  We will 
be forming a committee on the Board to try and get all our ducks in order.  In the past, we have many residents 
request the soil for fill in their yards.  When the time comes, we will put it out there again so people can sign up to 
get this material.  More on this as we move forward.  

 That’s it for now folks.  Our next paper will be in March, so we can talk about preparing our lawns for the 
summer.  I also want to share information about a very special animal, the Monarch butterfly, which is in trouble.  
I will share how we can help  

                                                                                                                    Jeff 
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                          Summary of  the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meetings 

 
 

November 1, 2024 
 
JP Tree Works completed tree removal and trimming as requested.  One more at White’s Cove will be removed on Work 
Day.    
   
It was noted that all outstanding project bills have been paid including the trees and the final payments on the new docks.  
The sea wall at 2nd Beach, which was estimated at $31,000, came in under budget at $25,000.  To date this year, the Club 
has collected $20,000 in initiation fees and $6500 in lien revenue.     
 
Recently, 2 homes sold within the Lake, 3 are under contract and one home will be on the market soon; the average sale 
price was $388,600.   
 
The membership welcome letter and questionnaire will be updated as well as the Club’s current email list.   
 
Social Committee recently held a Fall Story time, a Beer Tasting event and Trunk or Treat.  Upcoming events include Trivia 
Night, the Light Fight, and the End of Year Celebration and the Social Committee Planning meeting.    
  
It was reported that we had a great year with minimal weeds despite the warm temperatures, with a breakout of tape grass 
at the end of the season that will be monitored.  Next year, we need to address and control the geese that are coming in 
from the canals under Route 15.  Email blasts were sent to remind members of the drawdown and to ask them to clean the 
shorelines and not blow leaves into the lake.  The sluice gate was only opened for two weeks due to the lack of rain and the 
lake remains low.  The areas to hydro rake especially in the coves were able to be determined and tests results on the soil 
were finally obtained.  The results will reveal if the soil is sellable.  We are responsible for trucking and finding a location for 
the material removed.    
 
Fall Work Day is scheduled for Sat. November 9th.  A Sign Up Genius and an email blast will be sent to the membership for 
volunteers.  At North End, they need to finish ripping out the old dock, cut out or rip out the steel poles, install the new dock 
system, build new double layer racks for 16 boats to replace the low racks and build a paddle board rack.  At White’s Cove, 
they need to finish the boards on the dock next to the ramp, install the new dock system, and brace the existing boat racks.  
Dumpsters will be at both locations.  Coffee and bagels will be provided at White’s Cove in the morning and there will be a 
drawing for a free membership.    
 
The Annual fishing banquet was held on Sunday, October 27th.  A list of awards was posted on Facebook and will be includ-
ed in the next edition of the LSNews.  They determined seven summer contests dates and an ice fishing date in January or 
February (dependent on ice).   The kids fishing event will be held again; date TBD.   
 
The Swim Team has a Dine to Donate scheduled for November 6th at Red Robin (20% of the proceeds to the team).  They 
are planning for Team Xmas Caroling on December 8th or 15th.    
 
The Clubhouse needs some electrical repairs on outlets and the upstairs dimmer switch; an electrician has been contacted.   
 
The Board discussed a recent COLA meeting regarding legislation on lake reserves; the presentation is on the COLA web-
site as well as on hydro raking information.   
 
The work on the 2nd Beach seawall is 90% completed; the area still needs to be cleaned up and leveled off.  They opted for 
a railroad tie top to be finished with a paver walkway which will be installed going back to the stairs.  The stairs on top still 
need to be replaced which will be added to the budget for the property for next year.  The entire project came in under budg-
et; they also cut a swale in earth and brush was removed to pitch water away and prevent erosion.             
 
It was decided to remove half day rentals of the Clubhouse in the future.   
 

There was no December meeting for the Board of Governors 
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