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      Message From The President 
           November/december 2023 
 
With this edition of the LSCNews covering November & December, I wish all our 
members and your families a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy 
Hanukkah.  

At our September and October Board meetings, the Board updated some of our 
Club fees listed in Appendix A of our bylaws, many of which have been in effect for 
many years without change. The increase mainly concerns late fees and an increase 
in our initiation fee for new members that has been in effect and unchanged since 
2007.  The Board also modified and updated some of our Standing Rules in  
Appendix B. All can be found under the Members-Only section on our website. 

We have a special membership meeting scheduled for October 28th to vote on the 
conveyance of club property at North End. This edition had to go to print before 
the meeting, so I will report on the outcome in the next edition.  

We will not be having our Fall Workday clean-up this year. The Board determined 
it was not needed; we can get any projects that need to be done in the Spring. If 
required, we will create a Signup Genius to complete some odd jobs. 

I need to thank outgoing Swim Team Chairperson Bill Szekula for his seven years 
of service to our Swim Team. His wife, Amy, will be taking over the reins going  
forward. Thank you, Bill, for your leadership, and thank you to all the outgoing 
committee members.  

We will be soliciting nominations for our Board of Governors in January for our 
March Annual Meeting. All five officers' positions and four Board positions are up 
for election in March.  

It is hard to believe that I need to talk about ice on the lake already, but as our 
lake starts to freeze this winter, we ask that all who venture out please use good 
common sense. We post ice safety rules on our website for reference, but it is up to 
each individual to be responsible for their safety. All who use the ice and lake for 
recreational activities do so at their own risk. Please educate your children as well 
to not venture out without adult supervision.  

 
Enjoy your holidays! 

 
Eric Wilsusen  

Club President 

ericwilsusen@lakeshawneeclub.org 



 

The Lake Shawnee Clubhouse is located at 4 West Shawnee Trail Wharton NJ 07885 

 For Club Business and Rentals please contact our Office Manager, 

Lisa Peter at 973-663-1307 or officemanager@lakeshawneeclub.org 

The Office is open during the hours of 8:30am-12pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

CLUB HOUSE RENTALS 

Rates and Terms 

Members only 

Full Day Rental: $250 
 

 A deposit of $200 and a signed  
agreement are required to  
secure your rental date. 

Call 973-663-1307 

                                        Board Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month.  
                                                                     All members welcome!! 
                                      Visit our website frequently for the most up to date information:                 
                                                                  www.lakeshawneeclub.org 

                                www.facebook.com/groups/lakeshawneeclub Page 2 

Board of  Governors 

Officers 
President   Eric Wilsusen   663-0596 
Executive VP                 Vince Matrisciano  663-5964 
Membership VP Milt Felter   663-1565 
Treasurer  Marc Sanderson        201-259-2733 
Secretary  Kristeen McConnon        769-0551  
 

Members At Large 
Jeff Keith  663-4230 
John Stern  663-5427 
Kristen White                 255-9326 
Al Pichieri                      663-5428  
Lise Meisner       201-230-8791       
Bill Carroll                     945-9310 
Christine Cumberton 557-3845 
Dina Troha                     663-6737 
 
Property Maintenance Chairs: 
First Beach   Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Club House  Vince Matrisciano 663-5964 
Second Beach  Bill Carroll            234-5413  
Third Beach   John Stern                      663-5427 
White’s Cove   Al Pichieri  663-5428 
Beaver Cove  Milt Felter  663-1565 
North End  Milt Felter  663-1565 
South End/Dam             Eric and Vince 
  

Commi ee Chairs:  
Swim Team   Bill Szekula       201-874-1254 
Social Committee Kristen White  255-9326          
Fishing Committee Bobbie Harris  725-9002 
Membership  Milt Felter  663-1565 
Summer Night Patrol  Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Lake Ecology   Jeff Keith  663-4230  
Life Guards   Kristen Iaconetti 
LSC News Editor           Kristeen McConnon      769-0551 
 
lscnews@lakeshawneeclub.org  
 
Newspaper Deadline 15th of the month prior to printing. 
 
Interested in placing an ad in the LSC News go to  
www.lakeshawneeclub.org/clubhouse.html 



 

                                                                                             

 
Social Committee Events 

 

 

 

Social Committee:  Please join us at the clubhouse with any new ideas you 
might have.  Our next meeting is November 7th at 7pm – at the clubhouse. This 
will be our planning meeting for 2024!! If you can lend a hand at any of our 
events, it would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Shawnee Seniors Club: Our Shawnee Seniors Club meets every other 
Wednesday at 1pm at the clubhouse. The club is open to all Seniors Age 55 
and older.   
 
Toddler Time Playgroup:  Meet Tuesdays at 5pm. Bring your little one over to 
the clubhouse for some playtime with other little ones. Feel free to bring a toy or 
book of your choice to share. 
 
 Annual Scarecrow Competition: Take a break from raking all of those leaves 
that continue to fall! Go grab a pumpkin, stuffing and some old clothes to create a 
festive scarecrow in your yard! Judging for the best scarecrow will take place on 
Friday, November 17th and Saturday,  
November 18th and winners will be announced on Sunday, November 19th on Fa-
cebook. The only requirement is that a pumpkin must be included in the display.  
 
Annual Christmas Light Fight Competition: It’s our Annual Great Light 
Fight…EAST vs. WEST. Displays must be completed by December 8th. See the 
ad in the newsletter for more details!  
 
Texas Hold’em: Saturday, December 16th Doors Open at 7:00pm  
Play starts at 7:30pm The cost is $15 per  per son. Even if you’ve never played 
before, come on out and learn. We have beginners each time - we’ll even show 
you how to play!  
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November 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

4 

5 6 7 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

Social Comm. 
Mtg. 7:00pm 

8 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

15 16 17 
Scarecrow 
Competition 

18 
Scarecrow 
Competition 

19 20 21 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

22 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

29 30   
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December 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

2 

3 4 5 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

6 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

7 8 
Christmas 
Light Fight 

 

9 
Christmas 
Light Fight 

10 11 12 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

13 14 15 16 
Texas 
Hold’em 

 

17 18 19 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

20 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 
Toddler Time 
5:00pm 

27 28 29 30 

31       
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TODDLER TIME! 
 

Meet Tuesdays at 5pm 
Bring your little one over to the clubhouse for  

some playtime with other little ones.  
Feel free to bring a toy or book of your  

choice to share. 
Contact the Social Committee at  

social@lakeshawneeclub.org if you plan to attend. 

   

                        

 

                

 

 

                        

                          Baby Sitter List 
       
       Name                                                Phone     

Breanna Carman                           479-8743 

Hana Frattini                                 699-5852 

Kyra Sparks  +                              409-4998 

Mikayla Cumberton *         1-862-288-0215 
 
 
* CPR Lifeguard certified   + Red Cross certified 
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 Annual Scarecrow Competition 
 

Take a break from raking all of those leaves that continue to fall! Go grab a pumpkin, 
stuffing and some old clothes to create a festive scarecrow in your yard! Judging for 

the best scarecrow will take place on Friday, November 17th and Saturday,  
November 18th and winners will be announced on Sunday, November 19th on  

Facebook. The only requirement is that a pumpkin must be included in the display.  
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Summary of  the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meetings 

 
August 4, 2023 

 
The American Red Cross is renting the Clubhouse August 21-25, to shoot safe swimming safety videos at 1st and 3rd Beaches. 
The purpose of the videos is to reduce drowning incidents among 5–12-year-olds for use in elementary schools. 

Mr. Tom Preston is re-starting the Lake Shawnee Sailors, a popular tradition from the past.   

Heart & Paw has installed a dog waste receptacle at 2nd Beach. They are responsible for emptying it. 

July events Social Committee events included 2 Ice Cream Socials. (Member Chuck Saskowitz, from Denville Dog and Grill, do-
nated the ice cream), July 22 Movie Night, July 28 Biathlon and Color War, and August 4 Pirate Day.  Upcoming events are Au-
gust 25 Movie Night, and September 2 End of Summer Celebration. 

Solitude conducted two surveys in July and treated two acres of weeds; eight acres of weeds have been treated this year to date. 
The Lake Hopatcong News is coming for an interview with Mr. Jeff Keith on our Lake Ecology program on September 7th for their 
October edition. 

The last fishing tournament was a success with a 20.5” bass and a 25.5” pickerel. A stocking is planned for this fall or next spring. 
 
The Swim Team reported that they won twenty-one medals at the Silvers. Finals are August 5. 
 
The Board set a date of October 28th at 11am to present a proposal for sale of Club property at North End for vote and approval 
of the general membership.   
 
A memorial bench will be ordered for former Board member, Al Gazdalski.   
 
                                                                                        September 8, 2023 

  
Several members were in attendance to address the Board about concerns with treatments to the Lake, the effect on fishing and 
boating, and the recent weeds at North End.  Mr. Jeff Keith explained the recent treatments, the process and the planning in-
volved with surveying and treating the Lake, and his commitment to the healthy balance of the Lake for all to enjoy.  There was a 
discussion on the chemicals used for treatments, the costs, and the impact on the wildlife as well as dead leaves deposited in the 
lake and the hydro raking process and costs.  There was a brief discussion on the township’s septic and leaf management pro-
grams.  It was noted that the best place to get answers to any questions about the issues is to contact a Board member directly 
rather than post on social media. 
        
To prevent non-members from using Club properties, no trespassing signs will be ordered; charges will be filed against the viola-
tors in the future.   

The Social Committee had a great summer with lots of good feedback and great turnout for most events.  Upcoming events in-
clude the Dog Walk (with the Crate Escape) and Beer Tasting both on September 23rd.   

The Trading Post and Real Estate are being removed from the website as they are not being utilized by the membership.   

Solitude treated 10 acres of filamentous algae with chelated copper at North End after the weeds took off due to lack of rain and 
warm temperatures.  On August 18th, the lake was surveyed and only 3 acres were treated.  Within two weeks, they took off.  The 
treatment had been delayed due to vacation but should only take a day or two to take effect.  Several boaters reported eel grass; 
diquat was used to treat along the shoreline and it should dissipate soon.  We had a great summer except for the past three 
weeks regarding the weeds.      

Summer Night Security had a calm summer with mostly reports of cars parking on Club properties after hours due to the paving 
project in the Lake; Lifeguard and Summer Security also had an uneventful summer.   

The Swim Team held their annual end of season banquet, and they honored 6 graduating seniors.  They had many attend Trials 
and 10 advanced to Finals.  Swim lanes and flags will be removed tomorrow.        

ProSeal resealed and repainted the basketball courts and Mr. Bill Carroll, 2nd Beach Property Manager, reset the parking stops.  
He would like to thank Tyne Bardwell, Curtis Dalton, Matt Dallicardillo and Kevin Cotto for assisting.   

The Board received a bid for the horseshoe pits (wood vs. Trex) and after a brief discussion on the project voted to approve the 
to accept the bid of $673 to complete the project in wood with all the materials paid for by the Club and the work completed by 
the members.  
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                                                           Summary of  the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meetings 
 
                              
                                                                             September 8, 2023, continued 

 

The Board discussed and approved updates to the Standing Rules including additions and/or changes to open fires, fireworks, 
dogs, illegal activities and music on Club properties sections.   

The hydro raking committee will reconvene next year to discuss future projects and to address the recent weed issues.   

The Board discussed and voted to approve increasing the following fees: credit card convenience fee from $10 to $15, dues late 
fee from $50 to $100, initiation fee for new members (as of April 1st) from $500 to double the regular annual dues (currently $980), 
and Clubhouse rental fees from $250 to $300 with the deposit remaining the same (as of January 1st). 

 

  October 6, 2023 
 

   
Appendix A for fees was revised and post in the members only section of the website.   

Notices were sent to members who had trees that were in violation of the Club’s policies (overhanging or falling into the Lake).  
One member has already removed the trees. 

Membership is currently up to 508 vs 496 from this time last year.   

The Social Committee reported that Fall Movie Night for tomorrow was cancelled due to weather forecast.  Upcoming events in-
clude Halloween Storytime on October 12th, Trunk or Treat on Oct. 15th, Dog Walk and Costume Parade rescheduled due to 
weather for Oct. 21st, and Texas Hold ‘em on October 28th.  The November 7th Social Committee Meeting will be their 2024 plan-
ning meeting; anyone interested in hosting an event should plan to attend.  The recent Beer Tasting event had 31 in attendance.   

Mr. Keith and our old engineer from Solitude, Mr. Jeff Horn, completed a two-hour survey of the lake recently.  It was noted that 
there is a fishing contest tomorrow and there have been no recent treatments.  Mr. Keith will continue to work along with the Fish-
ing Committee to provide and schedule treatments.  There has been some flowering tape grass noticed in the lake recently; at the 
time of the survey, they were in the process of dying.  Tape grass has not been treated this year; a large amount was treated sev-
eral years ago with Procelacor, a pricey but effective treatment that provided several years of coverage, but the residual effects are 
beginning to wear off.  During the survey, they also noticed some filamentous and variegated milfoil; we will need to address this 
next year.  Jeremey from Solitude was an excellent technician for the season.   

The October edition of the Lake Hopatcong News features an article about Mr. Jeff Keith and our Lake Ecology program. 

The Board discussed and approved cancelling Fall Workday on November 4th; we will post a list of the jobs as provided by the 
property managers online (Facebook and Signup Genius) to be completed by the membership as available.   

A recent fishing contest went very well and there is another one scheduled tomorrow despite the bad weather predicted.  The Fish-
ing Committee will hold their annual fishing banquet on December 3rd.   After planning their 2024 calendar, they will coordinate 
with Mr. Keith to service the lake either one week before or after each event.  There was a brief discussion on placing containers 
on Club properties for disposal of fishing lines and lures as well as scheduling ice fishing contest which is a big fundraiser for the 
committee.     

It was reported that Mr. Bill Szekula has stepped down as Swim Team Chairperson.  Nominations for New Swim Team Board in-
clude Parent Liaison Ed Crinnian replacing Julie White, Chrissy Cumberton for Secretary for one more year, Treasurer Chang Lee, 
Co-Chairs Kira Crinnian and Amy Szekula, NJRLL Rep. and Snack Shack Coordinator Amy Szekula, Facilities Coordinator Pete 
Kuhl, Team News Reporter Ed Crinnian.  The nominations were approved Board.  There will be one more parent meeting for the 
year to discuss Lake Shawnee hosting Trails and Finals next year, which was discussed by the Board, as well.       

Recent work on Club properties included painting the front and kitchen doors of the Clubhouse, planting five ornamental grasses 
and Hosta in the front garden area, removal of the swim ropes, and repainting of the lines on the basketball court.   

Estimates will be obtained for dock repair/replacement projects at the Clubhouse, White’s Cove and North End, to be completed 
during the next lake drawdown.  Once received, a 5-year Capital Improvement Committee will meet to discuss the list of projects 
with the priority being the docks.   

Notices for Special Meeting scheduled for October 28th have been sent to the membership in the required 10 days notification 
deadline for such meetings.   
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ASK JEFF 

Lake Ecology 

Jeff Keith 

973-663-4230 cell 973‐476‐8857  

jeffieboy47@yahoo.com 

Weed Treatment ‐ As menƟoned in my last arƟcle, we have had one of our best summers in a long Ɵme.  
We had minimal weeds (except for an algae outbreak in the middle of June, which was highly unusual).  The next 
7‐8 weeks were unevenƞul with minimal weeds and algae, high chemistry numbers, especially our DO (dissolved 
oxygen) which were all very good. We only had a handful of geese which was very welcoming and water tempera‐
tures never got above 80 degrees.  These great numbers were aƩributed to a lot of rain and being surveyed every 
two weeks.  We were able to take care of any algae immediately before it became a problem.  Our thanks go out 
to Jeremy, the biologist from Solitude, who made the effort to be here so frequently even with the many lakes he 
has to service.  Also menƟoned in last month’s arƟcle, the bulk of our treatment was filamentous algae.  AŌer 
June, we rarely had more than 1 to 3 acres at the most, which we treated immediately.  This constant vigilance 
was key to keeping our algae problem at a minimum. 

               Well, as most of you know if you were on the lake the last week of August into the first week of Septem‐
ber, things changed.  So, let me explain what happened earlier.  We treated about 3 acres of the lake for filamen‐
tous algae on Aug. 18th.  Those 3 acres were spread over about 50 acres from North End to past the launch at 
White’s Cove.  As was our pracƟce all summer, no maƩer how liƩle there was, we treated it.  (Just a reminder to 
swimmers, like myself, and fishermen, we use a “chelated” copper  
sulfate to treat algae.  Chelated means it has a sƟcking agent in it, so most of the herbicide aƩaches to the algae 
with a minimal amount going into the water stream.  It is very safe and does not affect any wildlife in the lake, 
including small invertebrates which are the beginning of the food chain.)   This costs more money per acre but its’ 
effecƟveness and safety to the wildlife in the lake is well worth it. 

           So back to Aug 18th when we treated.  I went on vacaƟon on the 19th feeling that the minor  
treatment the day before would carry us unƟl I got back.  Unfortunately, we had days in the 90s the next two 
weeks along with no rain.  These were perfect condiƟons for algae, from North End and along the coves on the 
western shore, to take off.  As I was sƟll away, I received a call from Eric, our President, of the situaƟon just be‐
fore Labor Day and I immediately called it in to Jeremy from Solitude.  The earliest he could come on such short 
noƟce was the following week.  He came on Thursday of that next week and treated 10 acres of filamentous algae 
in those areas menƟoned earlier.  By Sunday aŌer treatment, it all looked good again.  I apologize for not having 
Solitude here earlier so things would not have goƩen out of hand.  This is a reminder that our vigilance of survey‐
ing every two weeks in July and August was so important. It is also a reminder how weather plays such an im‐
portant part in how fast things can take off when not addressed.  Again, my apologies to boaters and residents on 
the lake in that area who had to deal with that mess before we treated.  Hopefully, this won’t happen again. 

          Leaves ‐ Leaves are falling so if you live on the lake, please try to get them up so they don’t end up in the 
lake and eventually become sediment on the boƩom.  It’s important for all of us to rake up leaves and discard 
them properly because the wind will blow them into the road and rain will take them into the catch basins which 
all drain into the lake.  Remember, it takes a village no maƩer where you live. 

          Lastly, I want to thank Karen Fucito and Micheal Daigle for their great arƟcle in the Lake Hopatcong News 
about Lake Shawnee.  It highlights that the Lake Shawnee Board and our Lake  
community share in the commitment of making Lake Shawnee one of the cleanest and healthiest lakes in North 
Jersey.  I am proud to be a part of that.  
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92 W Shawnee Tr.  

Wharton NJ 07885 

    973-663-1070 

anne@smallworld-travel.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEXAS HOLD ‘EM 
Saturday, December 16th 

The Clubhouse Doors Open at 7:00pm - 
Play Starts at 7:30pm 

The cost is $15 per person and  
includes refreshments. 

Even if you’ve never played before,  
come on out and learn, 

We have beginners each time  
We’ll even show you how to play! 
Email social@lakeshawneeclub.org  

with any questions. 
Hope to see you there!!!! 

Have you planned your next vacation yet? 

Travel has become very busy again so don’t 

wait,  thing are booking fast  for 2024 and 2025. 

Cruises and hotel packages and other tours are  

all very popular. If you need help give us a call. 
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Annual Christmas Light Fight Competition 
 

Dust Off Your Ladders….Get Out Those Extension Cords…. 
Start Planning Your Display…. 

We are doing it again! It’s our Annual Great Light Fight… 
EAST vs. WEST 

East Side - Starts at the dam and continues toward Stanlick ending  
at Shenandoah Crescent/West Lakeview 

West Side- Starts at the dam and continues toward 2nd Beach up to and including 
Shenandoah Crescent, West Lakeview and Shawnee Parkway 

 
Judging will take place Friday, December 8th & Saturday, December 9th  

 
We will see which side of the Lake shows the most holiday spirit!!  

Who will win?!? East or West!! 
 

Our Judges will also choose one Overall Winner from each side of the Lake. 
Prizes will be awarded. 

 
The winners will be announced on Sunday, December 10th on Facebook. 

 
**Judging is done by anonymous families who do not live in the lake** 
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